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plication, to the Reverend Members 
of the Convocation, 1 have endea- 
vour'd to lay itdown as a Maxim, and with 
me it muft remain fo, till it is fairly Confu- 
ted; That the Church of England, is fo far 
from being in any Danger from the Diffen- 
ters, that the Difcording Circumftances of 
the Diffenters, is the real Security of the 
Church. ' 

I Humbly Crave leave to Infer from 
hence. Then, 
_ 4. It cannot be the Intereft of the Church, 
to Opprefs the Diffenters, fince it can be no 
bodizs Intereft to Supprefs thofe, upon 
whom their Security fo much depends. 
2. If there be fuch a Onenefs of Intereft, 


Pes. to my moft Humble Ap. 


there might eafily be a Reconciliation of 


Chatity. 

The Breach of Charity among the Church 
of Englind Pretenders, has no Ground or 
Foundation, fo fair imits Out-lide, as the 
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Diffenters being upon a different foot of In- 
tereft from the Church, and being therefor¢ 
willing to pull itdown; but if it be appae 
rent, that their Civil Intereft is chus the 
fame, and thatif the Government was ata 
ftop, and the Throne Vacant, the Difen- 
ters would, if the Power was theirs, re-efta- 
blifh it in the Church of Englands this Fours 
dation is all fall’n to the Ground, the Dan- 
gers of the Church from the Diffenters is a 
meer Chimera, a Shadow, an Ign fatuus of 
State, to draw the People into Bogs, and 
Brakes of Confulions, and to Embroil thofe 
together who are goed Friends, in the 
main have but one Intereft between them, 
and only want Eyes to fee it. 

In the next place, I Humbly Reprefent, 
That if it would certainly be the Effect of the 
Diffenters Choice ,to fet a Church of England 
Government uppermoft , if it was put into 
their hands; it would be Prepofterous to 

5 T Argue, 


‘Argue, they would not endeavour to Main- 
at hers if it was Difflolved they 
would Reftore ; to what purpofe fhould they 
pull down, what they themfelves would be 
at the Painsto fet up again? This would 
be Sailing two ways with one Wind, indeed, 
‘this would be all Comtradiétion, and Incon- 
grous Ridiculous Nonfence, and the Lijen- 
sers muft be worfe Fools, than any of 
their Enemies could ever yet have the Face 
fo much as to fuggeft ; Occufional Conformi- 
sy has not half the Inconfiftencies in it; this 
would not be Worfhipping God and Baal, 
but Worfhipping neither God nor Baal, it 
would be pulling down their own Houtes 
upon their Heads, to /no other end, than to 
have the Pleafure of Building them up a- 
“ and having their Bones broke in the 
all. 

If this be fo, what fhall we fay to Laws 
of Separation, Tefts, Aéts, Exclufive Me- 
thodsto diftinguifh Parties? What are they 
made-for, but indeed to weaken the Church, 
and have been made wie of by che Artifice 
of the Churches own Members, to break the 
Harmony, ‘that would otherwile have &- 
ftablifh’d National Charity, and have kept 
Us as one People, which iome People then 
in Rule durft not admit of ? when there- 
fore the Intereft of the Parties, come to be 
fet in a True Light, the occafion of thefe 
diftinguifhing Laws, will be feer. to have 
their Life in State, not in Church Policy, 
and the Security of the Church of England, 
when judg’d of, will appear, in freely join- 
ing with all thofe, whofe Intereft it is to fup- 
port her, and who depend fo much upoa 
her Safety. 

Some have Argued ftrenuoully , agaiuft 
the LawfulnefS of a Sacramental Teft in 
general; and Ihave never yet {een their 
Arguments fairly Confuted; but Iam fure 
the Arguments are much flronger againft 
the Prudence of it, as the Circumftances of 
this Nation now ftand. 

However we know who made_that Law, 
and againft whom 3 whether he was Out- 
Witted by thofe that fince turn’d it to a 
differing Intent, from what he delign’d, I 
will not determine 5 but certainly that Pars 


ty of Men, 


ween tea 
who Pointed 
Proteftant Diffenters, have ever 
ded the Intereft of the Church by it, 
Expoled her to want the Hearts and 

of the Difjenters, in Caie of Extrem 

But if this Union of Interefts, makes 

A& of D,flinéion Unneceflary and 

nicious, much lefs can it be Argued, 
there is any Pretence for an Occafional 
as it is vulgarly Call’d, = 

For what injury can it be to the Church 

of England, to have the Difjenters Confor- 
mable to the Church ? To fay they are Hy- 
pocrites in continuing to Diffent, is to fay 
Nothing at all in this Cafe, becaufe, their 
continuing to Diffent, may have Reafon for 
it ; if any Objettion lies againft them, ’tis 
in the Cafe of Contorming araWs to which 
1 Humbly fay, This is the Evil that wants 
to be Remedied, and this is what I mean, 
when I fay to your Lordthips, in the firft of | 
thefe Papers in four Particulars; ] 
1, That itis in your Power to. fettle and | 
fecure the Private Peace of the Church in 
this Nation. { 

2. Thatit isin your Power to take away | 

all Pretence for an Occational Bill. 

3. To remove all manner of Ground, fo 

the late Violent Pretended Apprehentions of 
the Danger ef the Church. And, 

To heal and make up the large Breaches | 

in the Church; reftore her Communion, and 
Cure the Pretended Schifm of the Na: 
tions . 

As, my Lords, this is the True and Ori- 
inal Ground of thefe Papers, fo it mult” 
or ever {topthe Mouths of all thofe Peoe 

ple, who Accufe the Diffenters of Hypo- 
crilie, Schifm, and {uch like Crimes; fince | 
if it be in the Breaft of an Engtifh Convo- 
cation to Heal the Breach, and yet do | 
nothing, but what is not only Lawful to | 
do, but may prove their Duty ; it will lie 
hard upon thofe, that fhall be the proper | 
Occalion of fuch Barrs and Hindrances, | 
as not Lead only but Drive People into | 
Temptation. 
This Paper fhall be no Charge or Ac- 
culation, againftany,either Private or Pub- 
lick 5 let it lie at their Door who are 
Guilty) 
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ch een Ramee ais is 
ty , and though it would be worth 
to examine who are the Caufes of the 
prefent Schifm in the Church,¢s it is cad, for 
1 do not allow it to be @ Schifm ; yet I had ra- 
ther enter into the Examination of the Re- 
_medy, than of the Original ot thefe things ; 
fince Recrimination$ have yery fmal) Ten- 
‘dency to healing Breaches, which, 1 hope, 
isthe true Defign both of this Paper, and of 
its Author. 
Here is a great Clamoum rais’d againft 
the Dijjenters, as Hypocrites, in the Cale of 
— Occafional Conformity I readily agree 
to the Charge, where any Man among them 
cin be charg’d with Conformity as a meer 


~ Qualification, and no Man has f{peke plainer_ 


on this Subje&, than the Author of this 
Paper, tho’ his words even in that Cafe 
“have been run on toa greater Extent by both 
fides, than ever their Author Detign’d 
them. 

But, My Lords and Reverend Fathers; 
may | prefume to ufe the Freedom to pro- 

fe one fad and ferious Enquiry here-———— 
At whofe Door fhall all this Hypocrify lie, 
if the Stumbling-block of Conformity be 
laid b:fore them on Purpofe to enfnare them, 
and lead them by the hand into this Temp- 
tation; and if all thefe Burthens are bound 
and laid on the Shoulders of innocent Peo- 
ple, for things that, however repugnant to 
their Principles, are own’d to be but Circum- 
ftatials and indifferent, and which without 
any Injury to the Church, or to the Confci- 
ences of your Lords, may be abated and re- 
moved? 
_ Offences will come, fays the Texts but, 
Wo be to them by whom they come: Suppofe, 
for the fake of Argument, and not otherwife, 
all the Hypocrify and Sin in Occafiona} Con- 
formity, that the warmeft of our Antago- 
nifts can pretend to, By whom do thefe Offen- 
cescome ? are they not from poutive Impofi- 
tions ct Lerms illegal in their nature, how- 
ever made legal by the Sanétion of human 
Laws ; I mean, making Religious Diftin&i- 
on. Term of Qualification for Civil Imploy- 
ments ? Is not this levelling the Sacred to 
the Civil, and making the Holy Ordinances 
and Infticutions of Chrift Jefus, Attendants 
to Politick Projeéts, Pages to Secular Inter= 
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ue ne Accidents to Mitters of Govern- 
Nor is this all, for the Argument of its 
being an Eftablifh’d Law, ty ite, 
of. which I am not to difpute, is fome An: 
wer: But, my Lords and Fathers, if the 
Impolition of things really indifferent, .as 
Terms of Communion, is a Grievance Prior 
to this Law, and is thé Foundation of this. 
Law, or a thing without which this Law 


a 
. 


could not have ftood; for had not thefe 


Terms of Communion been impofed, the 
Communion it felf had not been diffented: 
from, at leat not in fucha Degree ;, if then 
there was firit an legal Tmpottion of 
Terms ; and thena Law built to make thofe 
illegally impofed Terms of Communion, a 


farther Teft for Publick Qualification; [I - 


think, with Submiflion, the Legallity of the 


latter Impofition muft full to the Ground of : 


Courfe. 


_ I wave, my Lords, the long Debate here~ 


of the Civil Magiftrate, having Power to 
make indifferent things in the Worhhip of 
God binding and neceflary ; that Authority, 
Ithink, {peaking, with Submiffion to your 
Reverend Affembly, remains unprov’d 3 But. 
I am examining then, Why that Civil Authe- 
rity, fuppofing it had fuch a Power, fhould 
Exert it to the Extent, when in the Confe- 
quences it is apparent, how detrimental it is 
to the Publick Peace and Union, on which 
the Profperity of thefe Kingdom {0 entirely 
depends. : 

Suppofe then, my Lords, The Prudenti- 
als of thefe Laws were now to be Examin’d. 
by your Lordhhips, it being my Defign not to 
enter into the Controverted part of the 
Churches Power any more than of the Prin- 
ces Power. 

But this Humble Addrels, is to your Re- 
verend Affembly; befeeching you, in the 
Bowels of Our Lord Jefus Chrift, and io 
Behalf of a Wounded Nation, a Wounded 
Church, a Difpers’d People, and an Inno- 
cent Pofterity, to confider with the moft Se- 
rious and Chriftian Affe@tion pofible the fol- 
lowing Particulars. 

-;.Whether the Prudential Part of Charch- 
Impotitions, be at this time to be defended ? 

2, Whether that which the Ghurch ae 
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or the General Good and Intereft in ovr 
Age, may not c:afe to be fo in another, an 
merit to be examin’d at leaft; and if fuund 
fo; tobe reétitied. 

3. Whether your Reverend Affembly may 
not remove all or the greateft parc of our 
prefent Difficultiesand Diffentions 5 not on- 
ly without any Prejudice to, but to the ma- 
nifeft Advantage, Reputation, and Honour 
of the Church? ; 

I have here all along carefully Avoided, 
entring, into the Aatient Debates of this Re- 
gious Controverlie, as things | pretend not 
to be Qualifi'd for; 1 think the Subject I 
am upon wholly New ; ! believe it was 
ever ftarted b<fore, and J believe alfo, there 
never was a junéture in the pitt Ages, fo 


extremely proper to have thefe Matters . 


confder?d in. : 

I am fully perfwaded, if the Confidera- 
tion of thefe things, with Temper, Charity, 
and Chriftian Love, prevail’d fo upon the 
Prefeat Church of England , as their owa 
Weight and Value requir’d, fome other Con- 
fequences might follow, tending more to the 
Settlement and Eftablifhment of the Peace 
of this Nation, than moft People imagine; 
and I cannot but hope for it frem theWildom, 
Temper and Charity of your Reverend Af- 
fembly, and of the prefent happily eaclin’d 
Governiment> 
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